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Six Months After the Great Disaster... 
 

To Be Hope for Children Who Witnessed Their Homes Destroyed Before Their Eyes 
We continue to work with our full capacity 

 
International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation (IBC) would like to extend our sincere condolences 
to all those affected by the earthquakes. IBC employees in the region are safe and accounted for, though some 
have lost family members and loved ones and saw their entire homes destroyed.  
 
Thank you to all who continue to mobilize and heroic efforts of the many search and rescue teams. Immense and 
continued cooperation is needed to prevent further loss of life and suffering. 
 

 
Elbistan / KAHRAMANMARAS  

(Credit by hǊƘǳƴ ¸ǸƪǎŜƭύ 
 

1. Developments 
6 months have passed since the 7.7 and 7.6 magnitude earthquakes center in Kahramanmaras, which affected 11 
provinces. In its latest statement, the Ministry of Interior stated that the highest number of casualties occurred in 
Hatay and that 50,783 people lost their lives in all regions. The number of migrants who lost their lives in the 
region was announced as 7302.  
 
The debris removal works in Kahramanmaras, Hatay and Adiyaman, which are the provinces with the most 
destruction, have now come to an end. While the city centers where thousands of people live have been replaced 
by quiet squares, there are now empty lands in place of the destroyed buildings. 

 
In this process, projects to provide disaster victims with a warm home continue to be realised one after another.  
Construction of 536 thousand 729 permanent houses is underway for 11 cities hit by the earthquake. It is aimed 
to build 82 thousand 104 new houses in Kahramanmaras, the center of the earthquake, and 220 thousand 66 new 
houses in Hatay. Support works have also accelerated for the tradesmen who were severely injured in the 
earthquakes.  The construction of 3 thousand 400 workplaces were handed over to the tradesmen of the 
earthquake-hit region. 

http://www.ibc.org.tr/
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Antakya / HATAY 

 

The construction of village houses in the earthquake regions continues at the same pace. Out of 143 thousand 
271 village houses to be constructed; 37 thousand of them are about to be completed... While the houses are 
designed in accordance with the local architecture; worship areas and living centers in the region are also being 
rebuilt. 
 
Along with shelter, it is also among the priorities to ensure that health services are not interrupted. In Hatay, built 
on an area of 25 thousand square meters, Defne State Hospital was completed and put into service in 2 months, 
while the works for the construction of Antakya and Iskenderun Hospitals accelerated. An all-out struggle is 
underway to develop all the provinces hit by the earthquake, but the most serious current problem in the region 
is still shelter and hygiene. 
 
Periodical power and water cuts are a major problem especially for earthquake victims in temporary shelters.  
Increasing temperatures make living conditions even more difficult. According to the latest UNFPA data, 2.4 
million people are currently living in temporary shelters in the earthquake zone. It is estimated that about 1.6 
million people, half of them women and girls, are living in unofficial shelters and about 800 thousand people are 
living in official shelters. 1   
 
The United Nations, on the other hand, continues its disaster support efforts following the earthquakes that shook 
¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ¦b 5ŜǇǳǘȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ-DŜƴŜǊŀƭ LǾŀƴŀ ½ƛǾƪƻǾƛŎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΦ  
 
Zivkovic said, "We are now shifting our focus from survival to revitalizing the economy. People who receive 
training within the scope of the projects we will realise will have the opportunity to find qualified jobs and support 
their families when they return to their cities. Ϧ{ǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜ mobilized all its resources, Zivkovic said: "The 
international community supported many activities, especially search and rescue. As the United Nations 
Development Program, we are also helping small and medium-sized enterprises as well as our support for urgent 
needs. Today, we are announcing a $4.5 million grant scheme for earthquake-affected businesses."  
 

 
 

                                                           
1 https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/unfpa-turkiye-earthquake-situation-report-5-19-june-2023  
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UN Deputy Secretary-General Ivana Zivkovic (HATAY) 

 
UNDP is working to rapidly scale up this program to all affected provinces. UNDP also aims to equip container 
cities with wastewater treatment, drinking water and laundry facilities, disability-friendly showers and toilets, air 
conditioning systems; expand care services for the elderly and disabled; provide waste management equipment 
to hard-hit municipalities; and protect cultural heritage monuments at risk. 2 

 

2. Humanitarian Needs, Gaps and Response  

Adiyaman 
According to official data, 8300 people lost their lives in Adiyaman, one of the cities with the most damaged 
infrastructure in the earthquake along with Hatay. In the city, the demolition and debris removal works of the 
collapsed and urgently demolished buildings have been completed. 

 
 Tent City  (ADIYAMAN) 

                                                           
2 https://www.undp.org/  

http://www.ibc.org.tr/
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The tent cities established to meet the need for shelter in the region were replaced by container cities. A total of 
55 thousand 908 people are sheltering in container cities established at 48 points in Adiyaman center and districts. 
In addition to temporary shelter, the construction of permanent residences continues. 32 thousand 360 
permanent houses are being built in Adiyaman center and districts. In the city where tradesmen started to open 
their workplaces, container bazaars were established instead of the destroyed workplaces. The required number 
of containers have been provided for the earthquake victims in rural areas, but there are problems in creating 
sufficient toilet and shower facilities in these areas. 

 

Gaziantep 
In the earthquakes, 3 thousand 919 people died throughout the city, 2 thousand 14 in Nurdagi district of Gaziantep 
and 1433 in Islahiye district. 

 

 
Nurdagi GAZIANTEP  

 ό/ǊŜŘƛǘ ōȅ hǊƘǳƴ ¸ǸƪǎŜƭύ 
 

Efforts are continuing to heal the wounds and normalize life in the city. While 14 thousand 45 heavily damaged 
buildings were identified in the region, 4 thousand 60 buildings were demolished. Over 21 thousand buildings 
were identified as urgently demolished, heavily, and moderately damaged. Tent cities where refugees were 
staying were emptied and moved to container cities. Around 2000 Syrian earthquake victims live in Aslanli-3 
container city, which is supported by IBC and where mostly refugees live. While the electricity system connection 
in the region has been completed, the infrastructure for water connections is not ready yet, so it is not foreseen 
that the water system will be connected soon. 
 
In Islahiye district of Gaziantep, some of the 400 houses consisting of 17 blocks in 5 months have reached the 
stage of completion. The first sample flats in the disaster houses in Islahiye have also been completed. Earthquake 
victims will be settled in these new houses in the winter months. 
 

Hatay  
In Hatay, where the earthquake caused a great destruction, 23 thousand 453 people lost their lives and 30 
thousand 762 people were injured. While 22 thousand 820 buildings were destroyed throughout the city, 55 
thousand 885 buildings were severely damaged. 
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